
NAYA LONDON is the brainchild of multi award-winning entrepreneur Vanessa Fernandes.  

Born in Lisbon to parents of African Portuguese and Asian descent, Vanessa moved to London in 

her teens. 

After graduating in Fashion, PR and Marketing at the London College of Fashion (LCF), Vanessa 

went on to study for a Masters in Innovation Management and Entrepreneurship. She then spent 

some time working in the fashion and corporate worlds; however, she soon became determined 

to make her mark in the world of business. 

Growing up with two sisters who had a different hair texture to her own compelled Vanessa to 

understand the importance of celebrating all hair types, particularly natural hair. She grew tired of 

resenting her hair in its natural state and generally feeling insecure about the way it looked. 

When she moved to London, Vanessa found it difficult to buy products for her natural hair. She 

was surprised to see that other black women also had the same issue. They were not being 

represented in stores. From that moment on, Vanessa was determined to find a solution. She 

knew that all hair types deserved to be celebrated, and this inspired her to launch NAYA 

LONDON at the age of 19, which is named after her daughter. 

NAYA LONDON was born out of a need for products made from the best handpicked ingredients 

specifically for afro and curly hair. For the past 14 years, NAYA LONDON has been supplying 

salons across the UK with professional hair products.  

Vanessa has received many awards including Young Entrepreneur of the Year (2014), Rising Star 

of the Year (2018). She was also nominated in the prestigious Health and Beauty category of the 

Women in Trade Awards (Wintrade, 2019). 

As the director of NAYA LONDON and an advocate for supporting women in business, Vanessa 

has made appearances on BBC radio and her brands have been featured in leading print and 

digital publications such as ELLE, DAZED Magazine, POPSUGAR and Forbes. She has also been 

interviewed for the highly acclaimed, US-based publication Beauty Independent. In addition to 

this, she has been invited to talk at the House of Commons on two occasions.  

Vanessa also offers free quarterly networking breakfasts (on pause due to COVID) and is the co-

founder of the LUSO Women network, which offers support to Portuguese-speaking women all 

over the world allowing them to access finance, training and contacts to get their start in business.  

Giving back is a cause that is close to Vanessa’s heart, and is something that she has incorporated 

into NAYA LONDON. Along with her global partners, the mother of two is using the business of 

beauty as a medium to empower women worldwide. She has supported women in countries such 

as Ghana, Brazil and Suriname to earn a living beyond aid. 


